Abstract
Introduction
In Poland, the term "military classes" is used to describe junior high school and secondary school classes whose curricula include broadly defi ned education for security, supplemented with topics related to national defence, the history of the Polish military, and the shaping of patriotic attitudes among children and young people. Moreover, military classes enjoy great and increasing popularity. At present, the number of students of military classes is approximately 50 thousand (Glińska 2017) . It must be indicated that the repertoire of their objectives, curricula, and content is huge: from superfi cial fascination for the military to the amazing involvement of the teachers, the support of the educational authorities and the local community, which makes it possible to establish curricula that are attractive from the essential and pragmatic standpoint. Th erefore, there are uniformed schools and classes with enthusiasts, theoreticians, and practitioners: both teachers and students, whose work integrates with the local community and shapes patriotic, civic, and pro-social attitudes (cf. Urych 2016; Skrabacz, Urych and Kanarski 2016; Kanarski, Koter and Urych 2014) .
In the light of the need for empirical studies on the functioning of military classes, the Chair of Education for Security of the War Studies University conducts studies on the problem of military classes in secondary schools. Th is document presents part of the recently completed pilot study 1 and describes the knowledge that students of military classes have about selected aspects of national security.
Th e article briefl y looks at the origins of military classes and describes the research methodology, and then presents a diagnosis of the opinions of students of military classes about selected aspects of Poland's national security: social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security, factors shaping national identity, and threats to national security. Th e sources of the respondents' knowledge about national security are also indicated. In the conclusion, answers to the research problems were provided and the need for further studies of the matter in question was identifi ed.
Research methodology
Th e object of the study was the opinions of students of military classes about selected aspects of national security in Poland. Th e objective of the study was to determine the opinions of students of military classes about the aspects of national security in Poland, with a particular focus on social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security, factors shaping national identity, and threats to national security. Another objective of the study was a diagnosis of the knowledge of the respondents about national security.
Th e main problem of the study was contained in the following question: How do students of military classes describe selected conditions of Poland's national security? In connection with the main problem, the following detailed questions were formulated: 1. What social attitudes are conducive to the strengthening of national security in the opinion of the participating students of military classes? 2. What factors shape national identity in the opinion of the participating students of military classes? 3. What are the threats to national security in the opinion of the participating students of military classes? 4. Where do the respondents get their knowledge about national security?
In the study, the diagnostic survey method (Pilch and Bauman 2001, pp. 79-82) , the poll technique, and the questionnaire research tool were used. Th e independent variable of gender, with two indicators: woman and man, was used. Th e study was conducted in January and February 2017.
Th e study was a pilot, trial study (cf. Jakubowska 1993, p. 112; Sztumski 1999, p. 40) because it assumed, among other things, preliminary analysis of results so as to obtain information about certain trends and directions of dependencies that were the object of the study, to refi ne the knowledge of the investigator about the environment to undergo a systematic study, to check the suitability of the prepared research tool, including the correctness of the selection of the questions, the scope of the studied problem, and the messages and instructions used in the tools. Due to the nature of the study, the group of students of military classes of secondary schools was fairly small and had only 200 members. Th e sample was selected randomly, assuming that the studied schools were randomly selected from among secondary schools that have the so-called military profi le classes, which have signed cooperation agreements with the War Studies University in Warsaw. An analysis of the results of the study indicates that 54.5% of the respondents were men and 45.5% were women. Th e structure of the study group according to gender is shown in Fig. 1 . Th e study also made it possible to identify students of military classes in relation to military traditions in their families. Based on the analysis of the results of the research, it can be stated that military traditions were maintained in the families of 62% of the respondents. Almost one in three respondents had an uncle (29.9%) or a grandfather (28.5) who serves or has served in the military and nearly one in four (22.5%) has a father who serves or has served in the military. In individual cases, a distant relative (8.0%) or the mother (2.0%) serves or has served in the military. Th e characteristics of the respondents according to military traditions in the family are shown in Fig. 2. (The results do not add up to 100% due to the fact that many answers could be selected by the respondents.)
Fig. 2. Structure of the respondents according to military traditions in their families
Social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security in the opinion of the participating students of military classes Th e study made it possible to determine the social attitudes that, in the opinion of students of military classes, were conducive to the strengthening of national security (Fig. 3) . Th e attitudes that the students of military classes indicated as being conducive to the strengthening of national security were: respect for national security, tradition, and national symbols (93%), patriotism (93%), national awareness (92%), respect for laws and customs (91%), social activity (91%), being raised in a family, respect for the family (90%), cooperation skills (90%), trust and honesty (89%), feelings of social bonds, belonging, and community (84%), building of a civil society (82%). It must be emphasised that 3/4 of the study group had no doubt that respect for national heritage, traditions, and national symbols, patriotism, and national awareness constituted the foundations of national security. Th e attitudes that men found to be conducive to the strengthening of national security were: patriotism (93%), respect for national heritage, traditions, and national symbols (92%), national awareness (92%), social activity (91%), and respect for laws and customs (90%). Th e participating students found the building of civil society to be a little less important (80%). None of the men participating in the study questioned such attitudes as being raised in a family and respect for the family. Th e social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security in the opinion of the participating men are shown in Fig. 4 . On the other hand, the attitudes that women found to be conducive to the strengthening of national security were respect for national heritage, traditions, and national symbols (95%), being raised in a family, respect for a family (93%), and respect for laws and customs (93%). Th e female students found the sense of social bonds, belonging, and community to be less important (81%). None of the women participating in the study questioned the importance of such attitudes as social activity, the building of a civil society, respect for national heritage, traditions, and national symbols, and trust and honesty. Th e social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security in the opinion of the participating women are shown in Fig. 5 . In conclusion, students of military classes found the following attitudes to be conducive to the strengthening of national security: respect for national heritage, traditions, and national symbols, patriotism, national awareness, respect for law and customs, social activity, being raised in a family and respect for the family, and cooperation skills. Th e men found a sense of patriotism, national awareness, and social activity to be important, while being raised in a family and respect for the family were important to women. Th e key social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security in the opinion of students of military classes are shown in Fig. 6 . Of note is the fact that, taking into account the Pearson's coeffi cient, no signifi cant correlations were found between the social attitudes and the independent variable of gender (cf. 
Factors shaping national identity in the opinion of the participating students of military classes
Th e objective of the study was to identify the factors that, in the opinion of the respondents, shape the national identity (cf. Fig. 7 ). An analysis of the results of the study proves that, in the opinion of students of military classes, national identity is shaped by language (96%), knowledge of history and national heritage (94%), patriotic education (92%), community of symbols and respect for them (91%), cultivation of national traditions (90%), education (88%), common culture and values (87%), common good and group interests (78%), family, religiousness, and Christian religion (74%).
Fig. 7. Factors shaping national identity in the opinion of students of military classes
In the opinion of the men participating in the study, national identity was shaped most of all by language (96%), knowledge of history and national heritage (93%), patriotic education (92%), and common symbols and respect for them (90%). On the other hand, they found family, religiousness, and Christian religion to be the least important (68%). Th e factors shaping national identity in the opinion of the participating men are shown in Fig. 8 . On the other hand, the participating women believed that national identity is shaped, most of all, by knowledge of history and national heritage (95%), language (94%), cultivation of national traditions (92), common symbols and respect for them (92%), and patriotic education (92%). Women found common good and group interests to be the least important (77%). Th e factors shaping national identity in the opinion of the participating women are shown in Fig. 9 . In conclusion, in the opinion of students of military classes, national identity is shaped most of all by such factors as language, knowledge of history and heritage, patriotic education, common symbols and respect for them, and cultivation of national traditions (cf. Fig. 10 ).
Fig. 10. Main factors shaping national identity in the opinion of students of military classes
An analysis of the results made it possible to conclude that there is a correlation between the factors shaping national identity and the independent variable (gender), taking into account the Pearson's coeffi cient (cf. Table 2 ). Th us, it should be pointed out that women much more often than men indicated that the factor that shapes national identity was the cultivation of national traditions. Table 2 .
An analysis of the correlation between the factors shaping national identity and the independent variable (gender), taking into account the Pearson's coeffi cient

Threats to national security in the opinion of the participating students of military classes
Th e participating students identifi ed the following key threats to national security: international criminal activity and terrorism 83%, international armed confl icts (83%), migration of people (79%), fi ghts between states for dominance and geopolitical changes (77%), instability of alliances among states (76%), threats in cyberspace (61%), spread of radical ideologies and nationalism (57%), hybrid confl icts (57%), atheisation of Europe and a crisis of values (55%), insuffi cient level of diversifi cation of sources of energy raw materials (53%). Th e respondents most often did not agree with the statement that a threat is posed by cyberspace (18%), atheisation of Europe and a crisis of values (18%), spread of radical ideologies and nationalism (15%), and insuffi cient level of diversifi cation of sources of energy raw materials (11%). Th e contemporary threats to national security in the opinion of the participating students of military classes are shown in Fig. 11 . Th e participating men identifi ed the following key threats to national security: international crime and terrorism (79%), international armed confl icts (79%), instability of alliances between states (77%), and migrations of people (76%). Th e male respondents most often did not agree with the statement that the atheisation of Europe and the crisis of values (49%) constituted threats to national security. Th e opinions of the participating men about the contemporary threats to national security are shown in Fig. 12 .
Fig. 12. Contemporary threats to national security in the opinion of participating men
Th e participating women most often identifi ed the following threats to national security: international armed confl icts *87%), international crime and terrorism (86%), fi ghts between states for domination and geopolitical changes (85%), and migration of people (82%). Th e female respondents most often did not agree with the statement that hybrid confl icts (53) and insuffi cient level of diversifi cation of sources of energy raw materials (52%) constitute a threat to national security. Th e opinions of the participating women about the contemporary threats to national security are shown in Fig. 13 .
Fig. 13. Contemporary threats to national security in the opinion of participating women
In conclusion, in the opinion of students of military classes, the contemporary threats to national security are: international crime and terrorism, international armed confl icts, migration of people, fi ghts between states for domination and geopolitical changes, and the instability of alliances between states (cf. Fig. 14) .
Fig. 14. Contemporary threats to national security in the opinion of students of military classes
It was statically determined that women signifi cantly more often than men identifi ed the atheisation of Europe and a crisis of values as a threat to national security. In the case of the other analysed factors, the distribution of the responses on the study groups was comparable and no signifi cant correlations were found among them (cf. Table 3 . Analysis of correlation between threats to national security and the independent variable (gender), taking into account the Pearson's coeffi cient
Sources of knowledge of students of military classes about contemporary threats to national security
Based on the analyses conducted as part of the study, it can be identifi ed that the knowledge of students of military classes about threats to national security was shaped most of all by the Internet (68%), teachers/educators (51%), books, press, radio, and television (49%), the class they attended (29%), and parents (29%). One in four respondents identifi ed the existing threats themselves (25%) or used the opinions of his or her friends (24%). In gaining knowledge in this area, the respondent most rarely used national traditions (20%), school books (14%), other family members (12%), family traditions (9%), religion (8%), and computer games (5%). Th e sources of knowledge of students of military classes about contemporary threats to national security are shown in Fig. 15 .
Fig. 15. Sources of knowledge of participating students about contemporary threats to national security
Th e participating men gained their knowledge about contemporary threats to national security most of all from the Internet (70%), teachers/educators (52%), and such media as books, press, radio, and television (45%). One in three respondents (31%) stated that he identifi ed the existing threats himself (cf. Fig. 16 ).
Fig. 16. Sources of knowledge of participating men about contemporary threats to national security
Th e participating women gained their knowledge about contemporary threats to national security most of all from the Internet (65%), books, press, radio, and television (53%), and teachers/educators (48%). One out of fi ve (18%) female respondents stated that she identifi ed the existing threats herself. Th e sources of knowledge of participating women about contemporary threats to national security are shown in Fig. 17 . In conclusion, the students get their knowledge about contemporary threats to national security from the Internet, their teachers/educators, books, press, radio, and television, other members of their classes, and their parents. Regardless of their gender and age, the primary source of their knowledge is the Internet. Women and students of the third grade more often based their knowledge on information obtained on their own (books, press, radio, television), while men and students of the fi rst and second grade based their knowledge on information provided by teachers and educators (cf. Fig. 18 ). It was found statistically that men signifi cantly more often than women determined the existing threats to national security on their own. In the case of the other analysed factors, the distribution of the responses on the study groups was comparable and no signifi cant correlations were found among them (cf. 
Conclusions
Th e objective of the study was to determine the opinions of students of military classes about the aspects of national security in Poland, with particular focus on social attitudes conducive to the strengthening of national security, factors shaping national identity, and threats to national security. Another objective of the study was a diagnosis of the knowledge of the respondents about national security. An analysis of the results made it possible to achieve the set objectives and to fi nd answers to the research problems.
1. Students of military classes found the following attitudes to be conducive to the strengthening of national security: respect for national heritage, traditions, and national symbols (93%), patriotism (93%), national awareness (92%), respect for law and customs (91%), social activity (91%), being raised in a family and respect for the family (90%), and cooperation skills (99%). Th e men found a sense of patriotism, national awareness, and social activity to be important, while being raised in a family and respect for the family were important to women. 2. In the opinion of students of military classes, national identity is shaped most of all by such factors as language (96%), knowledge of history and national heritage (94%), patriotic education (92%), common symbols and respect for them (91%), and cultivation of national traditions (90%). Women much more often than men indicated that the factor that shapes national identity was the cultivation of national traditions. 3. In the opinion of students of military classes, the contemporary threats to national security are: international crime and terrorism (83%), international armed confl icts (83%), migrations of people (79%), fi ghts between states for domination and geopolitical changes (77%), and the instability of alliances between states (76%). Women signifi cantly more often than men indicated that a threat to national security is the atheisation of Europe and a crisis of values. 4. Th e participating students get their knowledge about contemporary threats to national security from the Internet (68%), their teachers/educators (51%), books, press, radio, and television (49%), other members of their classes (29%), and their parents (29%). Regardless of their gender, the primary source of their knowledge is the Internet. Men signifi cantly more often than women determined the existing threats to national security on their own.
Due to the fact that education in military classes is more and more popular in Poland (cf. Kanarski, Koter, Loranty and Urych 2016, pp. 71-82) , it is necessary to conduct systematic studies on the functioning of these classes, with particular focus on, among other things, the teaching and education process. Th ere is also a need for support for the curricula of such classes from military institutions and units. It should be mentioned that the War Studies University in Warsaw supervises the educational process of students of selected uniformed classes insecondary schools teaching the subject of military education
3
. Th e results of the undertaken activities will be presented in the fi rst quarter of 2019.
3 In cooperation with the Ministry of National Education, on 4 September 2017, the Ministry of National Defence introduced a pilot programme related to military education in selected, certifi ed 57 secondary schools in Poland that have uniformed classes. Th e programme mostly consists of three semesters of school education, starting from 4 September 2017 and ending approximately on 11 February 2019 -that start of the winter break in 2019. Th e military education programme covers a total of 185 hours of theoretical and practical classes, including fi eld training -a training camp and 30 hours of own studies. Th e performance of the Programme for teaching the military education subject will take place with the support of military units (MU), training centres, and Field Military Administration Bodies suitable for the locations of the schools. Th e contents of the curricula in the Programme are patterned after the training programme of the Territorial Defence Forces and have been supplemented with elements of military preparatory service. Cf. Program nauczania dla szkół ponadgimnazjalnych przedmiotu "Edukacja wojskowa" 2017.
